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Let  Our  Lives  Speak 

'We  Quakers  want  to  see  an  end  to  the  reproduction  of  violence.  Fox's  insight 
[to  be  patterns  and  examples]f  and  the  historic  understanding  of  Friends  is  that 
we  cannot  expect  violence  to  end  simply  because  we  oppose  it.  Nor  can  we  expect 
ourselves,  with  or  without  aid,  to  strategize  effectively  to  bring  about  its  end. 
We  cannot  even  count  on  being  heard  when  we  speak  in  opposition  to  violence. 
We  have  one  choice:  to  follow  our  leadings....  It  is  ours  to  be  faithful  ..." 

— Paul  Niebanck,  Guest  Speaker 
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Editorial 

A Reflection 

“We  Quakers  experience  repeatedly  the  re- 
quirements of  witness  — to  relinquish  control, 
to  empty  ourselves,  to  give  ourselves  over,  to 
rejoice  in  what  is  given  for  us  to  do — Every 
time  we  act,  we  must  move  from  a concern  for 
ends  to  a concern  for  means.  We  must 
abandon  our  desire  for  effect.  We  must, 
instead,  seek  unity  between  faith  and  practice, 
ideal  and  action  . . . free  from  anxious  concern 
for  outcomes.” 

— Paul  Niebanck  from  '‘Let  Our  Lives  Speak** 

Paul  Niebanck’s  themes  of  leadings  and  witness 
which  I first  heard  at  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting 
(now  published  in  this  issue)  accompanied  me 
through  this  summer’s  communal  gatherings  of  North 
Pacific  and  Pacfic  Yearly  Meetings,  as  well.  TTiey  are 
central  in  my  awareness  presently  as  1,  with  the  rest  of 
the  world,  am  awed  by  the  courageous  nonviolent 
witness  of  thousands  of  Soviet  citizens  as  they  resisted 
and  defeated  a military  coup  d'  etat  which  removed 
Mikhail  Gorbachev  from  power  for  three  days.  We 
have  witnessed  an  impressive  and  decisive  “concern 
for  means”  on  the  part  of  all  who  refused  to  cooperate 
with  abusive  power.  What  better  proof  of  the 
universal  availability  of  meeting  and  speaking  to  “that 
of  God”  in  every  person? 

As  I have  reflected  on  the  usefulness  and  power  of 
communicating  truth  on  the  political  world  stage  and 
elsewhere,  I have  sat  rereading  the  earliest  issues  of 
Friends  Bulletin  edited  and  published  by  Howard 
Brinton  beginning  in  1934.  Howard  and  Anna 
Brinton  were  instrumental  in  bringing  together 
Friends  of  many  persuasions  and  affiliations  who  were 
scattered  along  the  Pacific  Coast  from  Canada  to  San 
Diego  and  east  through  the  Intermountain  areas. 

Such  gatherings  eventuated  in  the  formation  of  the 
Pacific  Coast  Association  of  Friends  which  metamor- 
phosed into  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  in  1947. 

In  referring  to  the  Friends  Bulletin,  Brinton  said, 
“This  paper  exists  to  further  the  work  of  bringing 


Phyllis  Hoge  Thompson,  Correspondent  to  Friends  Bulletin 
from  New  Mexico  Quarterly  Meeting  and  Shirley  Ruth, 
Editor,  at  IMYM. 


together  like-minded  persons  who  can  thereby  help 
each  other  and  the  cause  which  we  all  have  at  heart 
[belief  in  the  primitive  Quaker  message].” 

William  Lawrence  from  Corvallis,  one  of  the  four 
Friends  appointed  to  the  first  editorial  board  of  Friends 
Bulletin,  predicted  that  it  would  become  “a  cementing 
and  unifying  influence  to  the  extent  that  Friends  lend 
it  their  support.” 

From  its  earliest  publishing  twice  a year  to  its 
growth  as  a recognized  and  valued  journal,  the  official 
organ  of  Pacific,  North  Pacific  and  Intermountain 
Yearly  Meetings,  publishing  ten  times  a year  — 

Friends  Bidletin  has  been  a witness  to  our  shared 
histories,  our  faith,  our  activities  and  leadings. 
Through  this  medium  the  lives  of  Western  unpro- 
grammed Friends  have  been  made  visible.  We 
minister  to  one  another  across  organizational  lines. 

It  is  important  to  the  life  of  the  Religious  Society  of 
Friends  that  we  continue  to  speak  our  truths  as  we 
perceive  them  in  a time  of  enormous  change  and 
challenge. 

As  I prepare  to  retire  October  1,  1991,  having 
served  as  editor  for  thirteen  years,  I need  to  give  voice 
to  my  gratitude,  and  that  of  the  Friends  Bulletin 
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Commitee,  for  all  that  you  have  shared  of  your  lives, 
gifts,  faith  and  visions  through  Friends  Bulletin,  and  for 
your  financial  support.  The  inroads  of  inflation  and 
recession  have  forced  many  small  magazines  out  of 
business.  We  have  had  to  cut  our  budget  this  year  and 
last.  But  I have  every  confidence  that  you  will  work 
with  and  support  our  new  editor,  Nancy  Yarnall,  as 
she  takes  up  her  editorial  work  in  the  next  issue. 

Friends  Bulletin  s new  address  after  October  1,  1991 
will  be  1620  NW  Menlo  Dr.,  Corvallis,  OR  97330. 
The  new  phone  will  be  (503)  757-7143. 

Friends,  many  of  you  have  been  my  teachers.  You 
have  taught  me,  above  all,  faithfulness  in  listening  to 
and  following  our  Inward  Teacher.  I carry  you  in  my 
heart,  now,  to  continue  that  spiritual  cycle  to  which 
the  poet  Rilke  referred:  "Past  things  are  planted  in 
you/that  they  may  out  of  you,  like  gardens,  rise." 

Shirley  Ruth 
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Let  Our  Lives  Speak 

by  Paul  Niebanck,  Santa  Cruz  Meeting 

[This  text  is  a reconstruction  of  the  address  I gave  at  the 
Annual  Gathering  of  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting 
(IMYM) , in  June  1991.  Vm  grateful  to  Dan  Seeger, 
whose  address  to  IMYM  a year  earlier  provided  the 
foundation  for  my  own  work.] 

A Challenge  to  Our  Faith 

I have  a story  to  tell.  It’s  a “true”  story.  That  is,  it 
represents  life  as  life  is. 

The  story  is  a play  called  Venise  Sauvee  or  Venice 
Defended.  It  was  written  in  the  early  1940s  by  Simone 
Weil.  One  of  this  century’s  most  gifted  social  critics, 
Weil  is  best  known  to  Quakers  through  The  Illiad,  A 
Poem  of  Force,  which  has  been  published  as  a Pendle 
Hill  pamphlet.  Her  writing  is  powerful  stuff.  She 
knows  the  human  condition.  She  also  knows  the 
fragile  hope  that  resides  in  the  human  potential. 

Venise  Sauvee  is  an  important  story  for  Quakers.  It 
challenges  our  faith.  It  reveals  with  inspiring  clarity 
the  relevance  and  the  power  of  the  Quaker  testimony. 

It  will  help  if  you  keep  three  questions  in  mind  as  I 
tell  the  story.  I regard  them  as  essential  questions  for 
Friends: 

1.  How  do  we  know? 

2.  What  do  we  know? 

3.  How  do  we  express  what  we  know? 

If  you  listen  closely,  you  will  hear  these  questions  in 
Acts  I,  II,  and  III  of  Venise  Sauvee.  One  question  for 
each  Act. 

Now  to  the  story. 

The  year  is  1618.  Spain,  seeking  to  consolidate  its 
Empire,  has  conspired  to  overthrow  the  proud  city- 
state  of  Venice.  The  Spanish  Ambassador  to  Venice, 
through  a French  exile  named  Renaud,  has  negotiated 
with  the  mercenary  force  that  protects  Venice  to 
conduct  a military  coup.  The  plan  is  to  conquer  the 
city  in  the  pre-dawn  hours  on  the  day  of  Pentecost. 
The  mercenaries  will  station  themselves  at  strategic 
points  throughout  the  city.  At  a single  moment,  they 
will  move  with  dispatch  to  kill  the  Venetian  leaders, 
the  home  guard,  and  anyone  else  they  please.  They 
will  destroy  statues  and  symbols,  and  they  will  rape 
and  plunder  without  limit.  All  this  on  the  day  when 


Paul  Niebanck,  IMYM.  Photo  by  Hugh  Hansen,  Wyoming 
Meeting. 


Venetians  annually  celebrate  their  most  precious  civic 
memory:  the  marriage  of  Venice  to  the  Adriatic  Sea. 
The  play  opens  twenty- four  hours  before  the  plan  is  to 
take  effect.  The  scene  is  the  home  of  the  Courtesan. 
Some  years  ago,  she  was  seduced  by  a Venetian 
nobleman,  promised  marriage,  then  abandoned  and 
impoverished.  She  turned  to  prostitution  to  make  a 
living,  and  she  hates  the  noblemen  to  whom  she  gives 
pleasure.  The  Courtesan  herself  is  a minor  actor  in 
the  play,  but  she  represents  the  whole  of  it.  It  is  a 
play  about  abuse  and  revenge,  violence  reproducing 
violence. 

Gathered  in  the  Courtesan’s  parlor  are  several 
officers  of  the  mercenary  force  that  protects  Venice. 
The  officers  are  celebrating  Venice’s  imminent 
overthrow.  They,  who  have  been  in  Venice’s  employ, 
are  about  to  become  its  masters.  And  it  is  very  likely 
that  the  cost  to  the  conspirators  will  be  negligible. 

Onto  the  scene  appear  three  of  the  play’s  princi- 
pals: Renaud,  the  plotter,  Pierre,  the  officer  in  charge, 
and  Jaffier,  Pierre’s  deputy  and  best  friend.  These 
three  join  in  the  celebration.  They  imagine  out  loud 
what  it  will  be  like  to  conquer  Venice,  to  take  and  do 
what  they  want.  They  claim  the  right  to  conquer. 
After  all,  their  lives  have  been  lives  of  deprivation 
and  subservience.  It  is  their  turn  to  rule.  They  are 
able  soldiers,  moreover,  and  it  is  time  that  they  had 
the  chance  to  demonstrate  their  prowess.  And  the 
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fruits  of  victory  will  be  delicious.  TTie  Venetians  will 
die  like  sheep,  or  live  like  slaves. 

It  is  Renaud  who  most  eloquently  touts  the  virtue 
of  conquest,  the  necessity  of  power.  Pierre  is  more 
interested  in  bonds  of  friendship  that  unite  the 
conspirators.  Power  and  friendship  are  synergistic; 
each  enhances  the  other.  Jaffier  is  quiet,  and  at  one 
point  Renaud  notices  a “terrible  change”  in  him. 
Taking  Pierre  aside,  Renaud  declares  that  Jaffier 
cannot  be  trusted  and  must  be  put  to  death. 

Pierre  challenges  Renaud’s  interpretation  of  Jaffier. 
Didn’t  Jaffier  come  to  Venice  for  the  expressed 
purpose  of  participating  in  the  action?  he  asks.  Isn’t 
Jaffier  a proven  soldier  in  every  respect?  Don’t  the 
men  revere  him,  and  wouldn’t  they  be  confused  and 
demoralized  if  he  suddenly  disappeared?  Pierre  calls  a 
few  officers  over  to  testify  to  Jaffier ’s  valor  and 
faithfulness. 

Renaud  insists  that  Jaffier  be  killed.  Now  Pierre 
gets  personal.  If  Jaffier  is  killed,  Pierre  will  become 
Renaud’s  “mortal  enemy.”  What  risk  would  Renaud 
prefer:  the  risk  of  Jaffier’s  betrayal,  or  the  risk  of 
Pierre’s  wrath?  “I  will  do  anything  to  support  the 
military  action,"  Pierre  concludes,  “but  do  not  touch 
my  friend.” 

Renaud  relents.  The  first  Act  closes  with  an 
uneasy  truce  between  Renaud  and  Pierre.  The  sun 
rises  on  the  day  before  Pentecost. 

On  the  Nature  of  Power 

Act  II  finds  Pierre  and  Renaud  in  intense  conver- 
sation once  again.  It  is  several  hours  later,  and  things 
have  changed.  Pierre  reports  that  he  has  been  called 
by  his  employer,  the  Council  of  Ten  (Venice’s  City 
Council),  to  special  duty  that  will  prevent  him  from 
personally  leading  the  military  action.  Further,  he  has 
sought  and  received  permission  from  the  Spanish 
Ambassador  to  turn  the  leadership  over  to  Jaffier. 

Renaud  is  incredulous.  Not  only  has  Pierre  gone 
over  Renaud’s  head,  but  he  has  entrusted  the  success 
of  the  conspiracy  to  precisely  the  person  of  whom 
Renaud  is  suspicious.  Worst  of  all,  Pierre  has 
voluntarily  relinquished  power.  It  is  not  in  the  nature 
of  humans  to  give  up  power,  privilege,  or  position. 

Jaffier  approaches,  and  Pierre  asks  Renaud  to  give 
the  two  friends  time  alone.  Pierre  tells  Jaffier  of  the 
change  in  command.  At  first,  Jaffier  resists,  but 


quickly  the  two  are  joined  in  an  ecstatic  moment.  For 
them,  it  is  irrelevant  which  one  gets  the  glory. 

Just  then,  Violetta  appears.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
the  Secretary  to  the  Council  of  Ten.  Girl  becoming 
woman,  Violetta  is  full  of  joy  and  abundant  love  for 
Venice.  She  shares  with  the  two  men  her  anticipa- 
tion of  tomorrow’s  holiday.  If  only  they  could  see  her 
beautiful  city  as  she  sees  it!  she  declares. 

Violetta  is  gone  as  quickly  as  she  appeared.  Jaffier 
asks  if  Pierre  has  any  particular  interest  in  her.  No; 
there  will  be  plenty  of  women  to  enjoy  after  the 
victory.  For  that  matter,  Violetta  is  not  even  of  noble 
birth,  thus  not  worth  special  protection. 

Pierre  turns  to  serious  matters.  Does  Jaffier  have 
any  reservations  about  the  task  before  him?  Pierre 
asks.  Jaffier  replies  that  he  felt  a certain  “pity”  when 
Renaud  described  the  destruction  that  would  come  to 
Venice.  Are  you  afraid,  then?  No.  The  feeling  of 
pity  is  therefore  a superficial  and  transitory  feeling, 
concludes  Pierre.  Content,  Pierre  admonished  Jaffier 
to  learn  all  he  can  from  Renaud.  “Let  him  teach  you 
as  he  has  taught  me,”  Pierre  says  as  Renaud  comes 
onto  the  scene. 

What  ensues  is  a monologue  by  Renaud  on  the 
nature  of  power.  There  are  two  imperatives:  to 
acquire  power,  decisively,  and  to  maintain  power, 
systematically.  Venice’s  “whole  body  will  obey,”  at 
the  moment  of  the  coup  and  continuously  thereafter. 

Renaud  descibes  what  the  conspiracy  means.  To 
the  foot  soldiers,  it  will  mean  enjoyment  to  the  hilt. 
To  the  Venetians,  utter  subjugation,  to  the  point  of 
groveling.  To  the  leaders  of  the  coup,  the  knowledge 
that  they  are  shaping  history.  The  mercenaries  will 
have  a moment  of  deserved  glory.  The  Venetians  will 
fulfill  the  leaders’  dream  of  domination.  Jaffier, 
Renaud  himself,  and  a few  others  will  have  truly  lived. 

Following  Renaud’s  remarks,  certain  officers,  the 
Courtesan,  and  several  mercenaries  join  the  scene. 
Each  is  full  of  the  game  now,  and  Renaud  commands 
them  to  control  their  ardor.  The  orgiastic  moment  is 
almost  at  hand,  and  it  will  be  worth  the  wait. 

Violetta  appears  again,  this  time  in  the  company  of 
the  Secretary.  She  is  bubbling  over,  and  chides  her 
father  for  being  so  serious,  so  cautious,  at  this  blessed 
moment.  He  tells  her  of  his  responsibility  to  protect 
Venice.  She  tells  him  that  the  beauty  of  the  city  is  its 

(Continued  on  page  6) 
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own  best  defense.  She  involves  J affier  in  the  conver- 
sation, and  we  hear  him  saying  that  he  would  defend 
Venice  with  his  life.  The  Secretary  humors  Violetta, 
and  promises  Jaffier  whatever  favor  he  would  ask  on 
the  morrow.  The  Act  concludes 

Betrayal  and  Insight. 

Act  III  opens  at  pre-dawn  on  the  day  of  Pentecost. 
The  Secretary  is  speaking  to  his  valet  and  chief  of  the 
guard,  Bassio.  By  now  the  coup  would  have  occurred 
and  Venice  would  be  wasted.  Instead,  the  coup  has 
been  thwarted,  and  virtually  all  of  the  mercenaries 
have  been  killed.  The  Secretary  explains  that  Jaffier 
revealed  the  plot  to  the  Council  of  Ten,  on  the 
condition  that  twenty  key  conspirators,  including 
Pierre,  would  be  spared.  The  Council  agreed,  but  it 
will  not  keep  its  promise.  All  except  Jaffier  will  be 
tortured  and  executed. 

The  Secretary  predicts  that  when  Jaffier  learns  of 
the  Council’s  action,  he  will  react  in  four  stages. 

First,  an  explosion  of  anger.  Next,  an  implosion  of 
regret,  remorse.  Then,  a series  of  pleadings,  for 
himself  and  the  lives  of  his  friends.  Finally,  complete 
resignation.  Bassio ’s  orders  are  to  ignore  these 
reactions,  to  give  Jaffier  a handful  of  gold  coins  for  his 
trouble,  and  to  usher  him  out  of  the  city. 

Jaffier  is  wandering  the  city.  He  sees  Renaud, 
Pierre,  and  the  other  officers,  in  chains,  being 
escorted  to  prison.  He  hides,  and  overhears  their 
mutterings.  Renaud  is  furious  with  his  fate;  he  will 
not  have  achieved  the  power  that  he  justly  deserves. 
Pierre  is  bereft  without  Jaffier,  and  laments  what  may 
have  befallen  his  most  precious  friend. 

As  his  co-conspirators  are  led  off,  Jaffier  is  met  by 
the  Secretary,  Bassio,  and  members  of  the  home 
guard.  As  the  Secretary  predicted,  Jaffier  calls 
heaven’s  wrath  down  upon  the  city.  “My  eyes  will  see 
it  crumble — All  that  you  love  will  perish  . . . and 
then  my  mind  will  be  at  rest.”  Suddenly,  he  breaks 
into  self- recrimination.  “I  have  Pierre’s  perdition.... 
Do  not  curse  me  in  your  distress.” 

Then,  Jaffier  falls  on  his  knees  to  the  Secretary. 
“Look,  my  benefactor,  I belong  to  you  body  and  soul.” 
Ignored  and  left  under  guard,  he  again  goes  inward, 
this  time  towards  full  and  painful  awareness  of  his 
wretchedness.  “Only  with  my  enemies  will  I find 


refuge  from  shame.”  By  now,  Jaffier’s  guardsmen 
become  his  tormentors;  they  despise  a man  who  would 
betray  his  fellows.  They  would  kill  him  were  it  not  for 
their  orders. 

A skirmish  is  underway,  down  the  street.  The  last 
of  the  mercenaries  are  being  slaughtered.  Jaffier 
moves  toward  the  action.  His  captors  willingly  let 
him  go,  to  his  death.  His  last  words  are  wrenching: 

Death  is  coming  to  take  me.  All  shame  is  now 
past. 

How  beautiful  the  city  looks  to  these  eyes  that 
will  soon  be  blind! 

I must  leave  the  place  of  the  living,  never  to 
return. 

There  is  no  dawn  to  be  seen  where  I am  going, 
and  no  city. 

Violetta  appears.  Unaware  of  anything  that  has 
transpired,  she  closes  the  play  with  words  of  adoration 
for  the  sunrise  and  the  day  ahead. 

That’s  it.  Simone  Weil  leaves  us  no  illusions,  no 
denial,  no  romanticizing  or  rationalizing.  The 
conspiracy  has  failed.  Life  will  go  on  in  Venice. 

So  what  meanings  can  this  story  of  violence  have 
for  individual  Friends,  and  for  the  Religious  Society  of 
Friends?  If  we  blink,  we  may  miss  the  meanings.  If, 
however,  we  use  the  lenses  of  the  three  essential 
questions,  we  can  begin  to  see  clearly,  insistently. 

Act  I.  How  do  we  know?  In  other  words,  what  are 
the  conditions  that  permit  insight  and  that  nurture 
witness? 

Act  I is  the  story  of  a developing  relationship.  The 
relationship  is  between  power  and  friendship.  At  first, 
the  two  appear  to  be  partners,  each  reinforcing  the 
other.  Suddenly  they  are  in  strenuous  conflict.  The 
conflict  is  held  in  suspension  as  the  Act  concludes. 

The  relationship  between  power  and  friendship  is 
one  of  opposition.  Each  defines  the  world  quite 
differently.  The  one  is  functional,  and  manipulative. 
The  other  is  affective,  and  permissive.  Power  holds 
tight.  Friendship  lets  fly.  The  relationship  is  dialectic 
between  control  and  release,  definition  and  ambigu- 
ity. 

Pierre  embodies  friendship  in  Venise  Sauvee.  His 
friendship  for  Jaffier  is  full,  and  unqualified.  But  his 
friendship  is  also  impulsive,  naive.  He  has  no 
consciousness  of  what  friendship  can  do,  and  in  the 
play  he  is  not  permitted  to  find  out. 
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We  Quakers  have  experience  with  what  friendship 
can  do.  It  opens  doors.  It  frees  our  natural  capacities. 
It  liberates  the  soul.  It  risks,  on  behalf  of  all  that  can 
be.  Friendship  is  the  key  to  the  universe. 

Quakers  also  have  experience  with  the  forms  of 
friendship.  Mutual  support,  individual  by  individual, 
and  in  community.  Attention  to  education  and 
personal  discipline.  Processes  of  clearness  and 
corporate  discernment.  Most  of  all,  we  have  experh 
enced  friendship  in  waiting  together.  Our  expecta- 
tion is  that,  in  silent  attentiveness,  we  will  meet  what 
we  need  to  know,  and  that  it  will  call  us  out.  Our 
answer  to  Act  I of  Venise  Sauvee  is  the  gathered 
meeting  and  its  potential  for  releasing  the  energy  of 
creative  change. 

Witness  to  the  Divine  Encounter 

Act  II.  What  do  we  know?  That  is,  what  is  our 
experience  of  the  divine,  and  of  its  worldly  manifesta- 
tions? 

Act  II  displays  a breathtaking  progression  of 
consciousness,  and  it  is  Jaffier  in  whom  the  progres- 
sion occurs.  Power  has  been  the  defining  feature  of 
Jaffier’s  life.  He  did  what  he  was  told,  very  well,  and 
he  got  others  to  do  what  they  were  told,  also  very 
well.  Friendship  with  Pierre  has  opened  him,  and 
suddenly  he  receives  an  image  that  commands  him  in 
a new  way.  It  requires  him  to  act  independently  and 
on  his  own  authority.  He  experiences  freedom,  and 
he  feels  personal  responsibility. 

Jaffier  moves  almost  instantaneously  — in  the 
play,  within  the  space  of  a few  pages  — from  his  new 
cognition,  to  his  inner  response,  to  his  decision  to  act. 
But,  like  Pierre’s  knowledge  of  friendship,  Jaffier's 
knowledge  of  beauty,  and  pity,  and  honor  (Weil’s 
words)  is  primitive,  and  reactive.  He  seems  to  move 
as  in  a daze;  what  he  has  experienced  is  so  very 
different  from  his  prior  training. 

We  Quakers  know  abundantly  the  mystery  that 
Jaffier  has  touched.  We  don’t  know  the  “why”  of  the 
mystery.  But  the  mystery  itself  is  the  motivation  for 
our  personal  and  corporate  lives.  It  is  grace.  It  is  God 
breaking  through.  It  is  the  connection  to  the  realm  of 
archetypal  truth,  the  home  of  the  soul. 

In  Venise  Sauvee,  the  divine  — the  image  encoun- 
tered by  Jaffier  — is  mediated  through  Violetta.  The 
image  is  evanescent.  And  so  is  the  truth  to  which 


Friends  aspire.  Truth  does  not  hold  still  for  our 
rational  examination  and  comprehension.  We  need 
to  see  the  face  of  Christ  for  only  an  instant  to  know 
the  fact  of  Christ.  Our  answer  to  Act  II  o(  Venise 
Sauvee,  is  our  witness  to  the  divine  encounter:  that  of 
God  in  each  one,  meeting  that  of  God  in  the  other. 
This  witness  is  everything  to  Friends. 

Act  III.  How  do  we  express  what  we  know?  Or, 
put  another  way,  what  do  we  do,  and  what  is  our 
relationship  to  the  world? 

Simone  Weil  draws  on  her  full  artisitic  capacity  in 
the  final  Act  of  Venise  Sauvee.  Her  crafting  of  Jaffier's 
last  moments  is  precise,  exquisite.  Step  by  agonizing 
step,  Jaffier  comes  to  know  himself  and  his  place  in 
things.  No  longer  does  he  presume  that  he  can  save 
Venice,  and  that  circumstances  will  somehow  support 
his  resolve.  Jaffier  exits  the  play  as  he  entered  the 
play,  as  a mercenary.  And  he  accepts  his  portion, 
which  is  death. 

As  Jaffier’s  awakening  in  Act  II  has  the  character 
of  divine  encounter,  so  his  movements  in  Act  III 
reveal  the  requirements  of  witness.  They  are  to 
relinquish  control,  to  empty  ourselves,  to  give 
ourselves  over,  and  to  rejoice  in  what  is  given  for  us  to 
do. 

We  Quakers  experience  repeatedly  the  require- 
ments of  witness.  Every  time  we  act,  we  must  move 
from  a concern  for  ends  to  a concern  for  means.  We 
must  abandon  our  desire  for  effect.  We  must,  instead, 
seek  unity  between  faith  and  practice,  ideal  and 
action.  The  Quaker  answer  to  Act  III  is  the  faithful 
witness  of  our  everyday  lives,  free  from  anxious 
concern  for  outcomes. 

The  theme  of  this  gathering,  “Let  Our  Lives 
Speak,”  was  extracted  from  this  passage  from  George 
Fox: 

...  be  patterns,  be  examples  . . . that  your 
carriage  and  life  may  speak  among  all  sorts  of 
people,  and  to  them.  Then  you  will  come  to 
walk  cheerfully  over  the  world,  answering  that 
of  God  in  every  one;  whereby  in  them  ye  may 
be  a blessing  and  make  the  witness  of  God  in 
them  bless  you. 

I hear  Fox’s  admonition  ringing  strongly  for  Friends 
today.  We  Quakers  want  to  see  an  end  to  the 
reproduction  of  violence.  Fox’s  insight,  and  the 

(Continued  on  page  8) 
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historic  understanding  of  Friends  is  that  we  cannot 
expect  violence  to  end  simply  because  we  oppose  it. 
Nor  can  we  expect  ourselves,  with  or  without  aid,  to 
strategize  effectively  to  bring  about  its  end.  We 
cannot  even  count  on  being  heard  when  we  speak  in 
opposition  to  violence. 

We  have  one  choice:  to  follow  our  leadings  to  be 
“patterns  and  examples.”  It  is  ours  to  make  ready,  to 
wait,  and  to  respond  as  we  are  able.  It  is  ours  to  be 
faithful,  and  to  help  each  other  to  be  faithful. 

In  the  company  of  Friends,  we  may  be  moved  to 
understanding,  and  to  action.  Our  witness  may,  in 
turn,  be  of  some  influence.  There  are  no  guarantees; 
neither  are  there  any  short  cuts.  But  as  Simone  Weil 
has  put  it  and  as  we  Quakers  understand  it,  friendship 
is  the  miracle  that  suspends  the  law  of  power.  We 
stand  in  friendship. 

[Paul  Niebanck  is  a professor  of  Urban  Planning 
and  Environmental  Studies  at  UC  Santa  Cruz  cmd  is 
Clerk  of  Santa  Cruz  Meeting,] 


Recognition  Ceremony  for 
Alexander  Marshall  in 
Phoenix  Friends  Meeting, 
September  1990. 

by  Nancy  Hicks  Marshall 

(Alex  was  13  and  in  the  8th  grade  when  this 
reading  and  celebration  took  place  during  a Meeting 
for  Worship,) 

Today  Phoenix  Meeting  is  taking  time  to  recognize 
Alexander,  for  he  has  become  a young  man  and  is  on 
the  way  to  becoming  an  adult,  living  in  the  Spirit  as 
he  knows  it. 

As  Friends,  as  Quakers,  we  offer  you  these  values, 
Alexander.  We  offer  respect  for  that  of  God  in  each 
person.  God,  the  Spirit  of  Love  and  Truth,  lies  within 
you,  Alexander.  You  need  only  to  seek  within  your 
innermost  soul  to  find  the  guidance  you  need  to  live 
the  best  you  can. 

We  offer  a recognition  of  God  within  all  others. 


You  will  be  able  to  seek  and  find  beauty  and  enrich' 
ment  from  every  person  you  meet,  be  they  Quaker, 
Jewish,  Christian,  black,  brown,  white,  rich  or  poor, 
old  or  young. 

You  know  this  already.  You  have  seen  God’s  love 
working  in  people  from  Colombia  and  the  United 
States,  men  and  women,  people  who  read  the  Bible 
and  people  who  coach  track,  soccer  and  baseball, 
grownups  and  children. 

We  offer  a belief  that  peaceful  solutions  are  the 
way  to  mend  difficult  solutions,  between  individuals 
and  between  nations.  You  have  this  power  within 
yourself.  You  have  the  personal  discipline  to  refrain 
from  physically  harming  others,  even  when  tempted. 
This  is  a strength  you  have,  Alexander.  We  are  proud 
of  you.  You  can  grow  in  this  ability  to  resist  violence 
and  to  use  better  personal  action  for  peace. 

We  offer  the  belief  that  God  wants  us  to  care  for 
our  fellow  creatures  on  earth.  Your  caring  for  animals 
is  good,  Alexander.  Continue  to  use  this  caring  to 
protect  animals  from  undue  harm. 

We  offer  the  belief  that  you,  in  your  own  con- 
science, in  communion  with  God,  are  best  able  to 
decide  what  is  right  for  you.  You  may  read  something 
here  or  be  told  something  there.  But  what  rings  true 
in  your  own  heart  is  God’s  truth  for  you.  Friends  trust 
in  this  process  of  honest  seeking  for  the  truth.  We 
trust  you,  as  you  grow  into  manhood,  to  find  God’s 
truth  for  yourself.  You  are  already  well  on  your  way. 

As  a symbol  of  the  love  and  respect  that  we  have 
for  you,  here  are  two  books.  One  is  about  people  of  all 
kinds,  for  you  to  enjoy  because  you  have  the  ability  to 
care  for  all  kinds  of  people.  The  other  is  a book  about 
Quaker  values,  to  use  as  a guide  when  you  feel  it  will 
be  useful. 

In  the  moments  of  silence  that  follow,  let  each  of 
us  reflect  on  the  power  of  the  Spirit  as  it  can 
strengthen  Alexander  and  help  us  also  to  grow  in  the 
Light,  in  touch  with  God  and  with  one  another. 

[Several  Friends  have  voiced  their  desires  to  create  a 
coming'of'age  celebration  for  Young  Friends  in  their 
Meetings.  Alexander's  ceremony  may  be  a model  for 
Friends.  Have  you  created  others  for  girls  and  boys  in 
your  Meeting?  Let  our  readers  know.] 
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Friends  for  300 
Words 

Celebration 

[Excerpted  from  Albuquerque  Meeting's  Newsletter, 
April  199L] 

At  the  center  of  every  life  is  a celebration.  And 
each  celebration  leads  us  into  a new  event.  Moment 
by  moment  is  where  life  is.  The  best  is  always  now  — 
the  very  moment  in  which  we  live. 

Celebration  is  awareness  of  alternatives,  risks, 
excitement  of  choice,  awareness  of  aliveness.  Each 
day  has  the  surprise  of  an  unknown  adventure.  Let's 
not  ruin  it  with  yesterday's  habits.  My  greatest 
aliveness  has  come  from  watching  individuality 
emerge  from  my  children  and  friends.  An  alive 
moment  is  starting  to  know  what  unites  friends  — to 
sit  and  talk  and  acknowledge  the  depths  of  others. 

Celebration  is  intensity  — obnoxious  to  those  who 
have  little  joy.  Intensity  always  takes  you  somewhere. 
It's  a willingness  to  be  free  enough  to  feel  it  and  then 
to  express  it  — the  pure  joy  of  beingness  and  living. 

To  celebrate  life  fully  is  to  know  the  Divine  Center 
we  all  have.  It  is  our  greatest  and  least  used  gift.  It  is 
a feeling  of  belonging  to  more  than  ourselves.  For  me 
all  knowledge  exists  in  my  Divine  Center.  My  request 
to  you  all  is  a wish  for  you  to  live  lives  that  are  simple 
enough  not  to  interfere  with  what  is  most  important 
— your  Divine  Center. 

As  I leave  earth,  all  I'm  taking  is  you.  I want  you 
to  reach  out  and  take  each  others'  hands  in  love, 
remembering  that  people  need  permission  and 
encouragement  to  be  fully  human. 

[Dictated  by  Barbara  Sanders  May  4,  1983,  a 
day  before  she  died,] 


Book  Review 

by  Nancy  Salzman,  Berkeley  Meeting 

The  Ministry  of  Presence,  Without  Agenda 
in  South  Africa,  Avis  Crowe  and  Dyckman 
W.  Vermilye,  Pcndle  Hill  Pamphlet  #293, 
Pendle  Hill  Publications,  Wallingford,  PA 
19086.  $3.00.  35  pp. 

This  account  of  the  authors’  leading  to  be  a 
presence  in  South  Africa  is  more  than  its  title 
suggests.  The  pamphlet  is  illuminated  by  the  steady 
devotion  of  the  authors  to  discerning  the  light  before 
taking  any  action.  The  couple’s  “inward  drawings 
toward  a visit  to  that  place”  was  seasoned  and  tested 
against  other  Friends’  questions  and  suggestions. 

After  arrival  in  South  Africa,  the  authors  remained 
open  to  the  leading  of  the  spirit.  They  were  often 
asked,  “What  will  you  do  there?”  They  were  not  there 
to  “do”  but  to  be  present.  As  a result,  way  opened  for 
a number  of  different  projects.  Avis  was  involved 
with  the  Philani  Nutrition  Clinic  in  the  mundane 
capacity  of  note  taker  and  bookkeeper.  Dyckman 
worked  with  a small  brick-making  cooperative  which 
lacked  experience  and  knowledge  about  running  a 
business.  He  helped  them  establish  a bank  account, 
trying  “not  to  do  things  for  them,  but  to  stand  side  by 
side  with  them  as  they  learned.” 

The  authors  convey  their  deep  concern  for  all  the 
people  of  South  Africa,  white  as  well  as  black. 
Dyckman  made  lengthy  efforts  to  establish  some 
communication  or  understanding  with  a high  official 
of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church.  He  recounts  his 
feelings  of  failure,  but  in  no  way  regrets  the  effort 
made.  As  he  says,  perhaps  some  seeds  were  sown. 

Any  Friend  pondering  his  or  her  own  direction  will 
enjoy  the  example  of  these  Friends  following  their 
leading. 
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Young  Friend  Caravaners,  Photo  by  Linda  Lotz,  AFSC. 


Young  Friends  Daybook 

Excerpts  from  a Journal  of  IMYM-AFSC  Joint  Service  Projects  Second 

Peace  and  Service  Caravan 
June  16^30,  1991 

by  Cynthia  Taylor,  Joint  Service  Projects  Coordinator 

Sunday,  eight  eager  Friends  from  four  different  states  left  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  in  Durango,  Colorado, 
driving  east  and  south,  arriving  at  Ghost  Ranch,  New  Mexico,  in  time  for  supper.  Monday,  we  explored  the  ranch, 
and  two  more  Friends  joined  us  at  midnight.  A long  hike  up  Box  Canyon  provided  a very  free  feeling;  Just  being  in 
such  beauty  is  healing!  Monday  night  we  watched  educational  videos  after  supper  and  took  time  to  write  or  draw 
impressions  in  notebooks  we  used  for  personal  journals  throughout  the  caravan. 

Tuesday  was  one  of  four  workdays,  this  one  with  AFSC  staffperson,  Fred  V igil.  Inside  an  old  Abiquiu  church,  we 
heard  some  history  of  the  church  and  village.  We  dug  weeds  in  the  churchyard  and  mopped  floors  in  the  school 
building.  Later,  we  traced  the  flow  of  the  acequia — the  ditch  that  keeps  the  town  alive  . . . astonished  to  see  something 
in  the  USA  that’s  400  years  old  and  still  functioning!  Keeping  a ditch  open  and  healthy  is  a communal  effort,  with 
a mayordomo  system  and  many  efforts  to  protect  it  from  greedy  developers. 

Wednesday  morning  found  us  back  at  work  in  the  Abiquiu  churchyard  with  plans  for  an  afternoon  visit  to  the 
Espanola  AFSC  office  to  learn  more  about  water  rights.  Santa  Fe  and  Chamisa  Friends’  Meetings  provided  supper 
before  an  overnight  hike  to  Chimney  Rock.  All  that  week,  the  night  sky  provided  excitement  — new  configurations 
of  Venus,  Mars  and  Jupiter! 
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Friday’s  plan  to  Kelp  with  a harvest  of  organic  lettuce  and  herbs  at  Tesuque  Pueblo  changed  when  a hail  storm  hit 
the  fields  with  such  force  that  the  crop  was  ruined  and  about  $2,000  lost.  We  weeded  a pumpkin  field  and  saw  the 
stark  poverty  Native  Americans  have  to  deal  with  everyday.  We  drove  back  to  the  ranch  by  way  of  Los  Alamos  where 
the  Science  Museum  showed  us  a cleaned-up  version  of  the  town’s  history  and  several  connections  to  the  Nevada  Test 
Site. 

Every  day  we  had  at  least  two  “circles”  for  worship-sharing  and  decision-making,  leadership  always  shared.  A spirit 
of  cooperation  was  strong  among  us.  We  made  time  to  tap  into  the  Eternal  Source  of  Peace.  Saturday  morning,  we 
broke  camp  and  headed  for  Cokedale,  Colorado,  arriving  at  Erimias  Retreat  Center  in  time  for  a delicious  supper  of 
solar-oven  baked  potatoes  and  fresh  vegetables  from  the  Durland’s  garden.  Beds  were  also  a treat.  First  Day  morning 
we  filled  the  Lamb’s  Community  Meeting  for  Worship,  the  entire  weekend  a welcome  time  for  reflection. 

Monday  morning  we  left  for  Colorado  Springs  where  local  Friends  gave  us  lunch.  Next,  an  unscheduled  stop  at 
the  Air  Force  Academy  to  visit  the  chapels  and  think  about  ties  between  religion  and  war.  We  arrived  in  Denver  in 
time  for  a local  AFSC  picnic  in  a city  park  and  “camped”  at  the  Mountain  View  Meetinghouse,  welcoming  three  new 
caravaners. 

Tuesday  was  a workday  in  a North  Denver  Hispanic  Presbyterian  Church  applying  fresh  paint  to  rooms  planned 
as  a Youth  Center.  Lunch  time  gave  opportunities  to  converse  with  teens  whose  big  city  lives  are  starkly  different  from 
ours  . . . perhaps  some  chasms  were  bridged.  We  had  two  blocks  of  time  in  the  Denver  AFSC  offices  — a talk  by  Eric 
Wright  on  Peace  Education  methods  and  an  interview  with  a Mennonite  man  who  had  a long  history  as  a peacemaker. 
Four  hours  of  nonviolence  training  with  a Conflict  Resolution  team  teaching  Alternatives  to  Violence  in  prisons  and 
another  interview  with  a Friend  who  works  for  Physicians  for  Social  Responsibility  were  also  part  of  our  time  in 
Denver.  We  enjoyed  Meeting  potluck  and  gave  a two  hour  presentation  after  dinner  having  been  challenged  as  Young 
Friends  and  caravaners  to  design  and  carry  out  the  whole  program.  It  was  clear  that  Young  Friend  caravaners  had 
learned  group  process  and  facilitation  skills  and  could  overcome  their  fear  of  taking  leadership  with  Quaker  adults, 
who  don’t  realize  how  they  often  overwhelm  Young  Friends  with  ageism  and  high-sounding  words.  Never  hesitate 
to  ask  a caravaner  to  lead  a group.  They  are  well 
trained  and  experienced;  they  may  surprise  you  with 
their  knowledge  of  Quaker  process  and  their  tender 
strengths! 

The  end  of  the  caravan  was  planned  after  worship 
and  lunch  at  Boulder  Meeting  on  June  30,  following 
a second  weekend  of  reflection  in  Robin  and  Jack 
Powelson’s  mountain  cabin  near  Estes  Park.  We 
couldn’t  bear  to  part  so  some  joined  a vigil  at  Rocky 
Flats  (plutonium  weapons  industry)  which  is  sched- 
uled for  reopening  this  fall  despite  serious  environ- 
mental hazards.  Driving  back  to  Denver  in  silence, 
we  were  sad  to  see  a dairy  farm  so  close  to  that  plant! 

Twelve  new  peacemakers  have  lots  of  work  ahead  of 
them  reconnecting  peace  and  harmony  and  justice 
for  all  of  life  on  Earth.  May  their  hearts  receive 
continuing  nurture  from  their  families  and  Meetings. 


Tom  Moen,  Boulder  Meeting  and  Cynthia  Taylor^  Project 
Coordinator,  IMYM.  Photo  by  Phyllis  Hoge  Thompson. 
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Letters 

Thanks  J 

Dear  Editor, 

I can  hardly  think  of  Friends  Bulletin  without  you 
although  I am  sure  the  new  editor  will  bring  her  own 
gifts  to  the  Bulletin.  What  strikes  me  is  that  your 
editorials  and  the  wondrous  way  you  sought  out  and 
evoked  the  best  contributors  from  members  and  • 
others  were  so  special  always,  that  I wish  I had  been 
thanking  you  at  least  annually  for  what  you  brought 
to  my  life  in  the  way  of  stimulation,  encouragement 
and  healing.  I am  sure  it  must  have  been  so  for  many 
others  too. 

I wish  you  all  the  best  in  new  and  ongoing 
undertakings  in  these  perilous  and  yet  so  promising 
times! 

With  love 

Ruth  Allen,  Redwood  Forest  Meeting 

Qood  Wishes 

Dear  Editor, 

I am  sorry  that  I shall  miss  IMYM  this  year,  and 
the  opportunity  to  tell  you  directly  my  appreciation 
for  the  fine  service  you  have  performed  as  Friends 
Bulletin  editor.  We  are  all  in  your  debt. 

May  your  next  years  be  as  fruitful  and  satisfying  to 
you,  as  the  recent  years  have  been  enriching  to 
Western  Friends! 

Sincerely, 

Qilbert  White,  Boulder  Meeting 

Meeting  Minute 

Dear  Editor, 

At  our  April  7,  1991  Meeting  for  Worship  for 
Business  we  approved  the  following  minute: 

Albuquerque  Monthly  Meeting  expressed  its  love 
and  gratitude  to  Shirley  Ruth  on  the  occasion  of  her 
retirement  as  editor  of  the  Friends  Bulletin.  In  creating 
and  sustaining  the  Bulletin,  Shirley  Ruth  has  gener^ 
ously  and  lovingly  shared  her  gifts  as  writer  and  editor 
while  nurturing  Friends’  interests,  talents  and  needs  to 
know  about  each  other.  As  she  undertakes  a new 
direction  in  her  life,  we  thank  her  for  all  she  has  given 


us  through  her  vision  for  Friends  Bulletin  and  we  wish 
her  deep  satisfaction  in  what  is  to  come. 

With  warmest  greetings. 
Avis  Vermilye,  Clerk 
Albuquerque  Monthly  Meeting 


Vital  Statistics 

Births 

• Michael  Ryan  Warner,  born  May  29,  1991  to 
Kerri  and  Rick  Warner,  Santa  Cruz  Meeting. 

• Naomi  Qrace  Bauer,  born  May  16,  1991  to  Lucy 
and  Dave  Bauer,  Mt.  View  Meeting,  Denver, 

• Sarah  Anne  Heath,  born  May  25,  1991  to  Linda 
Smoke  and  Scott  Heath,  Mt.  View  Meeting,  Denver, 

• Sonia  Laura  Vandenbark,  born  May  27,  1991  to 
Marie  and  Todd  Vandenbark,  Mt.  View  Meeting, 
Denver, 

Marriage 

• Tad  Kershner  and  Cynthia  Terry  were  married 
May  26,  1991,  under  the  care  of  Qrass  Valley 
Meeting  in  an  outdoor  wedding  at  John  Woolman 
School. 

Deaths 

• Eugene  Sanburn,  University  Meeting,  died  No- 
vember 15,  1990. 

• Ray  Hartsough,  Redwood  Forest  Meeting,  died 
January  23, 1991. 

• Sanno  Keeler,  Santa  Cruz  Meeting,  died  February 
17,  1991. 

• Larry  Alfred  Dubbs,  Marin  Meeting,  died  April 
15,  1991. 

• Naomi  Rippin,  Friends  House,  formerly  Delta 
Meeting,  died  May  7,  1991. 

• Polly  Kirby,  Friends  House,  died  May  23,  1991. 

• Sidney  Thompson,  Marin  Meeting,  died  May  26, 
1991. 

• Bernard  Kirby,  Friends  House,  died  June  1,  1991. 
(Memorials  for  these  Friends  will  be  published  in  this  and 
subsequent  issues.) 
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Announcements 

WOODBROOKE  SEARCHES  FOR  QUAKER 

Studies  Tutor 

We  are  looking  for  someone  to  develop  the  field  of 
Quaker  studies  through  his/her  contribution  to 
Quaker  thought  within  our  educational  programmes 
and  by  other  work  amongst  Friends. 

Applicants  will  be  Friends  grounded  in  theology  or 
a related  discipline,  or  experienced  in  teaching  or 
similar  qualifications.  Willingness  to  work  in  the 
ecumenical  and  interfaith  setting  of  the  Selly  Oak 
Colleges  is  important.  Whilst  we  confidently  expect 
applications  from  members  of  Yearly  Meetings  from 
all  parts  of  the  world,  some  understanding  of  London 
Yearly  Meeting  is  necessary. 

Closing  date  is  15th  November  1991.  Interviews 
will  be  held  in  February  1992. 

For  further  information  and  application  forms 
contact  Chris  Lawson,  Senior  Tutor,  Woodbrooke, 
1046  Bristol  Road,  Birmingham  B29  6LJ,  UK.  Tel: 
(021)  472-5171. 

Meeting  Truth  — Living  Faith: 
Inviting  the  Inward  Teacher 
A Conference  Sponsored  by  the 
Quaker  Spiritual  Quest  Committee 
Astara  Conference  Center, 
Upland,  California 
4 ' 6 October  1991 

The  purpose  of  this  meeting  is  to  challenge  Friends 
to  enrich  and  deepen  their  spiritual  lives  through  an 
intensive  period  of  worship,  silence  and  sharing.  The 
gathering  will  be  under  the  leadership  of  Paul  Lacey, 
together  with  Margaret  Smith  Lacey.  Paul  Lacey  is  a 
Quaker  educator  and  speaker  based  at  Earlham 
College,  and  author  of  three  Pendle  Hill  pamphlets. 
Margaret  Smith  Lacey  is  an  author  of  fiction,  essays 
and  poetry,  a feminist  homemaker  and  lifelong  Friend. 
Register  by  early  September. 

Inquiries  and  registration:  Meta  Ruth  Ferguson, 
3060  - 53rd  St.,  Apt  39,  San  Diego,  CA  92122  (619) 
583-7645. 


National  FCUN  Annual 
Meeting 

The  Friends  Committee  on  Unity  with  Nature 
(National)  is  holding  its  annual  membership  meeting 
at  Ben  Lomond  November  1-3,  1991.  You  are  invited 
to  attend  some  or  all  of  its  sessions. 

FCUN  sponsors  a public  lecture  by  a distinguished 
person  at  each  of  its  annual  meetings.  Paul  Niebanck 
will  deliver  a lecture  Saturday,  November  2,  at  7:30 
p.m.,  at  Louden  Nelson  Community  Center,  301 
Center  St.,  Santa  Cruz,  in  the  room  used  by  the  Santa 
Cruz  Friends  Meeting.  His  subject  will  be  “Spiritual- 
ity and  the  Environment.”  Tickets  are  free,  but  since 
space  is  limited,  please  write  for  yours  to  Robert 
Schutz,  7899  St.  Helena  Rd.,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95404. 
First  come,  first  served.  Phone:  (707)  539-0569. 


Claire  Leonard,  Bookstore,  IMYM.  Photo  by  Hugh 
Hansen,  Wyoming  Meeting. 


Correction 

Roberta  Llewellyn,  author  of  “Lost  River”  (F.B. 
July  1991)  writes  tocorrectan  error  inherreport- 
ing  regarding  the  numbers  of  people  involved  in 
chaining  themselves  to  redwood  trees  at  Sally 
Bell  Grove  in  1983.  Closer  to  fifty  men  and 
women  participated  and  were  arrested  in  this 
nonviolent  action  to  save  the  redwoods. 
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News  of  Colorado  Regional 
Meetings 
September  1991 

by  Jim  Ray,  Mountain  View  Friends  Meeting 

Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  was  held  in  an 
extended  weekend  from  June  12  - 16  at  Fort  Lewis 
College  in  Durango,  Colorado. 

The  gathering  began  with  a keynote  address  by 
Paul  Niebanck  whose  theme  for  this  year  was  "Letting 
Our  Lives  Speak." 

This  theme  was  carried  through  by  a panel 
discussion.  A high  school  student,  Sabrina  Godfrey 
spoke  of  being  alone  in  her  school  with  her  protest  of 
the  war  in  the  Persian  Gulf  and  of  being  sent  to  the 
principal's  office  for  refusing  to  say  the  pledge  of 
allegiance.  Sharon  Phiel  related  an  experience  that  is 
still  impacting  her  to  this  day,  of  eating  her  ample 
serving  of  food  in  front  of  the  hungry  longing  eyes  of 
deprived  children  while  working  at  a Baptist  work 
camp.  Bill  Durland  spoke  of  his  arrest  in  the 
Pentagon  while  praying  about  the  war  in  Vietnam  and 
how  once  he  had  been  arrested,  resistance  came  easily 
thereafter  in  his  life. 

Business  matters  included  the  selection  of  officers 
for  the  coming  year:  Martin  Cobin,  Boulder  Meeting, 
Clerk;  Carol  Clark,  Mountain  View  (Denver) 
Meeting,  Recording  Clerk.  There  was  discussion 
regarding  the  expense  and  inaccessibility  of  Ft.  Lewis 
as  a site  for  IMYM.  IMYM  supports  the  efforts  of  New 
Foundations  Nonviolence  Center  in  Denver, 
Colorado,  in  its  plans  to  expand  its  Alternatives  to 
Violence  project  to  other  areas  of  IMYM,  and 
commends  its  programs  to  Monthly  Meetings  and 
Worship  Groups  for  their  financial  support  and 
personal  involvement. 

The  subject  of  IMYM's  writing  its  own  Faith  and 
Practice  was  discussed  at  great  length  in  a special 
meeting,  documented  very  well  in  a letter  written  by 
Boulder  Meeting  member,  Robin  Powelson.  Copies 
are  available  on  request.  It  is  a moving  review  of  a 
different  way  of  addressing  a topic  that  has  long  been 
considered,  and  generally  set  aside.  It  was  Robin's 
conclusion  that  "it  was  a remarkable  process  and 
confirms  the  belief  that  the  Quaker  consensus  process 


is  our  major  gift  to  the  world.  There  are  no  losers." 

Wyoming  Friends  Meeting  celebrated  its  first 
anniversary  over  the  Labor  Day  weekend,  held  at 
Ring  Lake,  southeast  of  Dubois.  It  was  attended  by 
far-flung  members  from  Jackson,  Sheridan,  Laramie, 
Casper,  Lander,  and  Dubois.  Prior  to  this  their 
Quarterly  Meeting  was  held  in  Lander,  where  guest 
speaker,  Martin  Cobin,  as  Clerk  of  Boulder  Meeting, 
gave  a rich,  full  dissertation  on  many  aspects  of 
Quaker  ways. 

Wyoming  Meeting  (WFM)  is  interested  in  forming 
their  version  of  New  Foundations  and  is  activating  its 
participation  in  the  Wyoming  Church  Coalition 
which  gives  consideration  to  state  and  national  public 
concerns. 


Memorial  Minutes 

Eugene  Kerry  Sanburn 

December  1,  1948  - November  15,  1990 

Eugene  Sanburn,  a beloved  member  of  University 
Monthly  Meeting,  died  from  complications  of  AIDS, 
surrounded  by  his  friends,  who  had  maintained  a 
round  the  clock  vigil  with  him.  This  was  in  keeping 
with  his  wishes. 

He  is  the  only  son  of  Leila  Constance  Ashdown 
and  Nathaniel  Sanburn.  He  earned  a Bachelor  of 
Arts  degree  from  Eastern  Washington  University 
majoring  in  Philosophy  with  a minor  in  drama.  After 
graduation  he  worked  in  retail  sales  and  later  in 
psychiatric  nursing.  Before  his  terminal  illness,  he 
was  employed  in  this  capacity  by  Harborview  Medical 
Center  in  Seattle.  He  had  taught  drama  and  art 
history  in  Guadalajara,  Mexico  from  1980  to  1982. 

At  age  16  Gene  requested  release  and  was  granted 
excommunication  from  the  Church  of  Latter  Day 
Saints.  At  this  juncture  he  became  active  in  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  upon  returning  from  alterna- 
tive service  as  a conscientious  objector,  he  became  a 
monk  at  St  Jude’s  Monastery  in  Sandy,  Oregon.  Gene 
was  dismissed  from  the  Order  over  differences  in  views 
regarding  sexual  orientation  after  the  Bishops  had 
taken  a stand  against  gays. 

He  joined  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  because 
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of  its  community,  peace  testimony  and  freedom.  He 
served  on  several  committees  of  the  University 
Meeting,  including  outreach  in  Lavender  and  Grey. 
His  personal  tendency  was  Theravadan  Buddhism. 

Gene  was  well  liked  and  made  friends  wherever  he 
went.  He  will  be  remembered  for  his  impish  humor, 
his  outrageous  memoranda,  his  dinner  parties  and  his 
heartfelt  hugs.  He  was  caring  and  at  times  reserved. 
The  diversity  of  his  nature  is  reflected  in  his  paintings 
since  they  demonstrate  that  he  viewed  the  world  in  a 
different  way. 

Although  Gene  had  lived  with  AIDS  for  three 
years,  the  final  four  months  of  wasting  away  were 
particularly  hard.  He  was  committed  to  conscious 
living  and  dying  and  he  chose  to  eliminate  life 
support  systems.  A community  of  caring  friends  and 
the  Meeting  care  committee  gave  him  support  until 
his  death.  He  inspired  many  of  us  during  his  final 
weeks  of  life.  We  are  saddened  by  his  absence. 

Mildred  Arnold 

Mildred  became  a member  of  the  Fort  Collins 
Friends  Meeting  in  1986  after  attending  since  1975. 
Mildred  was  born  in  Niagara  Falls,  New  York,  and 
died  in  Fort  Collins,  Colorado,  just  before  Christmas 
1990.  She  was  79.  Her  husband  Earl  Arnold 
preceded  her  in  death.  She  earned  a Bachelor’s 
degree  in  Home  Economics,  a Master’s  degree  in 
Consumer  Sciences,  and  was  in  the  Doctorate 
program  in  Agricultural  Engineering  at  Cornell 
University.  She  worked  in  a variety  of  occupations, 
including  being  an  Associate  Editor  for  the  Ladies 
Home  Journal  and  Home  Economics  Director  and 
Research  Associate  for  Revere  Copper  and  Brass. 
Mildred  had  an  active  interest  in  issues  involving 
aging,  peace  and  justice.  Mildred’s  strong  commit- 
ment to  helping  people  was  defined  by  her  continued 
willingness  to  assist  others  until  she  became  seriously 
ill.  Mildred  was  a world  traveler  and  was  known  as  a 
creative  and  engaging  conversationalist  as  she 
discussed  her  life.  She  could  be  described  as  a woman 
before  her  time  because  of  her  energy  and  courage  to 
pursue  significant  issues.  Mildred’s  laugh  and  wit  are 
missed  by  the  Fort  Collins  Meeting  of  Friends. 


Advertisements 

All  ads  submitted  must  be  consistent  with  the 
beliefs  and  testimonies  of  Friends.  $.40  per  word. 
Minimum  charge  $8.00.  Add  10%  if  boxed.  ALL 
ADS  MUST  BE  PREPAID,  payment  accompany- 
ing copy.  Graphic  services  available  through 
Friends  Bulletin.  Write  for  an  estimate.  Send  for 
information  sheet  with  prices  for  display  ads  and 
mechanical  requirements.  Copy  deadline:  45 
days  prior  to  publication.  Publishing  of  advertise- 
ments does  not  imply  endorsement  by  Friends 
Bulletin. 


VACATION  RENTAL  — Kaua’i,  HI  — delightful 
cottages  — peace,  palms,  paradise.  $75/night. 
(808)  822-2321. 


WASHINGTON  D.C.  VISIT?  Simple,  low-cost 
lodging  for  individuals  and  groups.  Seminar  plan- 
ning available.  Quakercenter  on  Capitol  Hill:  Wil- 
liam Penn  House,  515  E.  Capitol  St.  SE,  Washing- 
ton, D.C.  20003,  (202)  543-5560. 

EDITOR  POSITION  OPEN:  Earthllght  magazine 
regretfully  announces  the  August  31st  resignation 
of  editor  Chris  Laning.  We  wish  to  thank  Chris  for 
her  conception,  vision,  expertise  and  hard  work 
during  the  first  four  issues.  We  are  off  to  an 
excellent  start.  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  Unity  with 
Nature  Committee  is  evaluating  the  future  of  the 
publication  and  is  asking  capable  editors  inter- 
ested in  the  position  to  submit  a resume,  and  a 
brief  description  of  their  vision  for  the  future  of  the 
magazine,  to  Robert  Schutz,  7899  St.  Helena 
Rd.,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95404. 
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September  1991 

20  Northwest  Quarterly  Meeting,  Lazy  F 
Ranch  outside  Ellensburg,  WA.  Contact  Don 
Goldstein,  Clerk,  (206)  567^5246. 

20  - 22  New  Mexico  Quarterly  Meeting, 

Ghost  Ranch.  Contact  Nichoe  Lichen,  (505) 
983-2073. 

20-22  Women’s  Retreat,  Camp  La  Foret  near 
Colorado  Springs.  Contact  Barbara  Stephens 
(303)  423-5194. 

20  - 22  "Warming  the  Stone  Child,"  Clare 
Morris  & Susan  Renfrew,  leaders,  Ben  Lomond 
Quaker  Center. 

29  FCL  Benefit  Harvest  Festival,  Hidden 
Valley  Ranch,  Los  Altos  Hills,  CA,  12:00  - 5:00 
p.m. 

October  1991 

6 Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting,  Eugene 
Meeting. 

4-6  Quaker  Spiritual  Quest  Conference, 
Upland,  CA.  Contact  Meta  Ruth  Ferguson, 
(619)  583-7645.  Paul  and  Margaret  Lacey, 
leaders. 

4-6  Colorado  Regional  Meeting,  YMCA, 
Estes  Park. 

11-13  Arizona  Half-Yearly  Meeting,  Camp 
Emmanuel  Pines  near  Prescott,  AZ.  Contact 
Carl  Wallen,  Clerk,  (602)  967-6040. 

12  Day  on  the  Green  Fair  to  benefit  Friends 
House,  Santa  Rosa,  CA.  Contact  Myrtle 
Haworth,  (707)  523-2765  if  you  can  donate 
salable  items  or  help. 

19-20  College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting,  John 
Woolman  School,  Nevada  City,  CA. 

25  - 27  Friendly  Women’s  Retreat,  Pinon 
Canyon  YWCA  Center.  Contact  Jan  Hamilton, 
(505)345-5153. 

25  - 27  Family  Retreat,  Ben  Lomond  Quaker 
Center.  Contact  the  Malleys  (408)  336-8333. 
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November  1991 

1-3  Friends  Committee  on  Unity  With 
Nature  National  Meeting,  Ben  Lomond  Quaker 
Center. 

15- 17  “Science  and  the  Spirit,”  Jim  Brune, 
leader,  Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center. 

16- 17  Southern  California  Quarterly  Meet- 
ing, Claremont  Meeting. 

December  1991 

27  - Jan,  1,  1992  Year  End  Retreat,  “The 
Word  as  Seed,”  Marybeth  Webster,  leader,  Ben 
Lomond  Quaker  Center. 

28  - Jan.  2,  1992  Western  Young  Friends  New 
Year’s  Gathering  (location  to  be  announced). 


Nancy  Yarnall,  New  Editor  of  Friends  Bulletin  at  IMYM, 
Photo  by  Wayne  Yarnall^  Corvallis  Meeting, 


